POINTS IN THE MIRACLE OF FORGIVENESS
1. People are responsible to keep the
commandments of God (now)
2. Unclean things cannot enter into God’s presence

“NO UNCLEAN THING CAN ENTER”
Kimball cites Moses 6:57:

“…All men, everywhere, must
repent, or they can in nowise
inherit the kingdom of God, for no
unclean thing can dwell there, or
dwell in his presence….”

“NO UNCLEAN THING CAN ENTER”
Kimball then writes on page 19:
“But to God who is perfection,
cleanliness means moral and
personal cleanliness. Less than that
is, in one degree or another,
uncleanliness and hence cannot
dwell with God.”

KIMBALL LISTS SINS ON PAGE 25 THAT
GOD CONDEMNS, INCLUDING:
“Murder, adultery, theft, cursing,…flattery, lustfulness,
infidelity, indiscretion, backbiting, whispering, lack of
truth, …quarrelsomeness, unthankfulness, inhospitality,
deceitfulness, irreverence, boasting, arrogance, pride,
double-tongued talk, profanity, slander, corruptness,
…foolishness, slothfulness, impatience, lack of
understanding …Sabbath breaking, envy, jealousy, malice,
…greediness for filthy lucre, disobedience to parents,
anger, hate, covetousness, …speaking evil of dignitaries,
becoming a stumbling block …”

COVENANTBREAKERS
“Akin to many of the other sins is that
of the covenant breaker. The person
baptized promises to keep all the
laws and commandments of God. He
has partaken of the sacrament and repledged his allegiance his fidelity,
promising and covenanting that he
will keep all God’s laws.”
Page 57

POINTS IN THE MIRACLE OF FORGIVENESS
1. People are responsible to keep the commandments
of God (now)
2. Unclean things cannot enter into God’s presence
3. It is necessary for people to abandon their sins
(now)

“ABANDONMENT OF SIN”
• D&C 58:43: “By this ye may know
if a man repenteth of his sins—
behold, he will confess them and
forsake them.”
• “True repentance prods one to
action.”
Page 163

“TRYING IS NOT SUFFICIENT”
“Nor is repentance complete when
one merely tries to abandon sin. . .
To ‘try’ is weak. To ‘do the best I can’
is not strong. We must always do
better than we can. This is true in
every walk of life.”
Pages 164-165

“FORGIVENESS CANCELLED
ON REVERSION TO SIN”
“Old sins return, says the Lord in his
modern revelations. Many people
either do not know this or they
conveniently forget it. ‘Go your ways
and sin no more,’ the Lord warned. And
again, ‘…Unto that soul who sinneth
shall the former sins return, saith the
Lord your God.’ (D&C 82:7.)”
Pages 169-170
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4. By abandoning sins (completely), forgiveness is
available

KEEPING GOD’S COMMANDMENTS
BRINGS FORGIVENESS
“D&C 1:31-32: ‘…I the Lord cannot look upon sin with
the least degree of allowance; Nevertheless, he that
repents and does the commandments of the Lord shall be
forgiven.’ (D&C 1:31-32” (Kimball’s italics)
“This scripture is most precise. First, one repents.
Having gained that ground he must then live the
commandments of the Lord to retain his vantage point.
This is necessary to secure complete forgiveness.”
Pages 201-202

GRACE DOES NOT JUSTIFY
“One of the most fallacious doctrines
originated by Satan and propounded by
man is that man is saved by the grace of
God; that belief in Jesus Christ alone is
all that is needed for salvation. . . .
Advancement to perfection can
nevertheless be rapid if one resolutely
strides toward the goal.”
Pages 205-206

WHAT ABOUT TEMPLE MEMBERS?
“Exaltation is available only to righteous
members of the Church of Jesus Christ; only to
those who accept the gospel; only to those who
have their endowments in holy temples of God
and have been sealed for eternity and who then
continue to live righteously throughout their lives.
Numerous members of the Church will be
disappointed. All will fail of these blessings who
fail to live worthy lives, even though the temple
ordinances have been done for them.”
Page 246

AFTER CITING D&C 76:71-74:
“Too late! The terrestrial for them! It could have
been the celestial and it could have been
exaltation! But they procrastinated the day of their
preparation. The same lamentable cry of ‘Too
late!’ will apply to many of today’s Church
members who did not heed the warning . . . . the
Lord cannot be merciful at the expense of justice.”
Page 249

CAN ONLY SUPERMAN KEEP
COMMANDMENTS?
“In the context of the spirit of forgiveness, one
good brother asked me, ‘Yes, that is what ought to
be done, but how do you do it? Doesn’t that take
a superman?’ ‘Yes,’ I said, ‘but we are
commanded to be supermen. Said the Lord, ‘Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is
in heaven is perfect.’ (Matt. 5:48.) We are gods in
embryo, and the Lord demands perfection of us.”
Page 286

HOW DOES ONE GET FORGIVEN?
“Your Heavenly Father has promised forgiveness upon
total repentance and meeting all the requirements, but
that forgiveness is not granted merely for the asking.
There must be works—many works—and an all-out,
total surrender, with a great humility and ‘a broken
heart and a contrite spirit.’ It depends upon you
whether or not you are forgiven, and when. It could be
weeks, it could be years, it could be centuries before
that happy day when you have the positive assurance
that the Lord has forgiven you. That depends on your
humility, your sincerity, your works, your attitudes.”
Pages 324-325
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• 4. By abandoning sins (completely), forgiveness is
available
• 5. A person must completely rid oneself of even the
desire to sin

ELIMINATE DESIRE TO SIN
One final quote that I think completes this tactic
(After citing Alma 13:11-12): “It is that the
former transgressor must have reached a ‘point
of no return’ to sin wherein there is not merely a
renunciation, but also a deep abhorrence of the
sin—where the sin becomes most distasteful to
him and where the desire or urge to sin is
cleared out of his life.”
Pages 354-355

FINISH THE CONVERSATION BY ASKING
• Do you believe that Spencer Kimball accurately interpreted
the passages that he cited? (If not, please show me any
other way they could be interpreted.)
• Do you believe that the LDS Church no longer teaches what
Kimball was teaching? (If not, please show me where they
have abandoned his book or his teachings.)
• How are you doing at what Kimball said was necessary for a
person to receive forgiveness of sins?

Q&A
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