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Same terms, different meanings

Many Christians ask their LDS 
friends,

Do you believe in God? 

Jesus? 

Salvation by grace?

How would a Mormon answer?



So how should we answer Mormons?

ÁWith gentleness and respect: 1 Peter 3:15-16

Á2 Timothy 2:15: ñDo your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker 
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
handling the word of truth.ò

ÁEphesians 4:14: ñéspeaking the truth in 
loveéò



Answering 

Mormonsô

Questions

In chapter 1 of our book, 

we deal with a common 

question



Why wonôt you accept Mormons as 

Christians? Do you think weôre a cult?

ÁWould you please define the meaning of 

ñChristianò?

ÁWhy does it bother you that I, as a Christian, 

wonôt accept Mormonism as a part of 

Christianity?

ÁWhy do you think people assume that your 

religion is a ñcultò?



Chapter 1 Summary

ñLDS Church leaders not only proclaim that theirs 

is a Christian organization, but they also insist that 

theirs is the only church with which God is 

pleased. Since even before the church was 

founded in 1830, incredible claims have been 

made that fall outside the parameters of biblical 

truth. Their views of the Godhead, salvation, and 

Scripture, along with many other doctrines, 

separate Mormons from the rest of the professing 

Christian world. And while Christians need to be 

respectful when discussing these topics, 

differences on central issues cannot be ignored. 

After all, truth matters.ò





General Authorities

ÁPresident/Prophet (founder Joseph 

Smith, Thomas S. Monson)

ÁTwo counselors (Henry B. Eyring and 

Dieter F. Utchdorf)

ÁTwelve apostles

ÁSeventies



Joseph F. Smith (1838-1918)

ñI contend that the Latter-day 
Saints are the only good and 
true Christians, that I know 
anything about in the world. 
There are a good many people 
who profess to be Christians, 
but they are not founded on the 
foundation that Jesus Christ 
himself has laid.ò

--Collected Discourses, 2:305.



Seventy Gary J. Coleman

Responding to 14-year-old Cortnee, 

the daughter of an LDS mission president:

ñAs a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints, you are a Christian, and I am too. I am a devout 

Christian who is exceedingly fortunate to have greater 

knowledge of the true ódoctrine of Christô since my 

conversion to the restored Church. These truths define 

this Church as having the fullness of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, I now understand the true nature of the Godhead, I 

have access to additional scripture and revelation, and I 

can partake of the blessings of priesthood authority. Yes, 

Cortnee, we are Christians.ò 

Ensign, May 2007, p. 94



General Conference message
ÁñBeing a More Christian Christian,ò Ensign, November 2012, 

pp. 90-92 (delivered Oct. 7, 2012)

Apostle Robert D. Hales



ñWhat does it mean to be a 

Christian?ò ïWho is God

ñA Christian has faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that He 

is the literal Son of God, sent by His Father to suffer 

for our sins in the supreme act of love we know as the 

Atonement.ò

Jesus Christ: God the Fatherôs firstborn son and 

humanityôs eldest brother. Prior to his incarnation, he 

was known as Jehovah.

Note his words: ñLiteral Son of Godò



ñWhat does it mean to be a 

Christian?ò ïWho is God
ñA Christian has faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that He is 

the literal Son of God, sent by His Father to suffer for 

our sins in the supreme act of love we know as the 

Atonement.ò

God the Father: Also known as Heavenly Father, or Elohim. 

He was once a righteous human in another realm who died 

and then became God of this world He has a tangible body of 

flesh and bones (D&C 130:22).

Atonement: Provided by Jesusô suffering in Gethsemane and 

on the cross, allowing humankind to have a resurrection, as 

well as paving the way for potential exaltation.



ñWhat does it mean to be a 

Christian?ò ïWho is God

ñThrough the scriptures and the witness of Joseph Smith, we 

know that God, our Heavenly Father, has a glorified and 

perfected body of flesh and bone. Jesus Christ is His Only 

Begotten Son in the flesh. The Holy Spirit is a personage of 

spirit whose work is to testify of the Father and the Son. The 

Godhead is three separate and distinct beings, unified in 

purpose.ò

Holy Spirit/Holy Ghost: A son of God the Father, as well as a 

brother of Jesus Christ.

Godhead: Three godsðGod the Father, Jesus Christ, and the 

Holy Ghostðwho, while distinct in being, are one in purpose.



Teachings of the Prophet 

Joseph Smith, p. 345

ÁòGod himself was once as 
we are now, and is an 
exalted man, and sits 
enthroned in yonder 
heavens!ó

ÁòWe have imagined and 
supposed that God was 
God from all eternity. I will 
refute that idea, and take 
away the veil, so that you 
may see.ó



How could such a notion be ñimaginedò?

ÁMoroni 8:18 ðòFor I know that God is not a partial 
God, neither a changeable being; but he is 
unchangeable, from all eternity to all eternity.ó 

ÁDoctrine and Covenants  20:17 ðòBy these things we 
know that there is a God in heaven, who is infinite 
and eternal, from everlasting to everlasting, the same 
unchangeable God, the framer of heaven and earth 
and all things which are in them.ó

ÁPsalm 90:2 ðòBefore the mountains were brought  
forth, or ever thou hadstformed the earth and the 
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
God.ó

Standard works: Bible, Book of Mormon, 

Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price


